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Methodists placed their chapel at the disposition of these
gipsies of the religious life, and there a revival was very
soon in full swing. When the Booths left Cornwall it was
estimated that seven thousand persons had professed con-
version.

A call came to them from Cardiff, and they left Cornwall
in February, 1863, after a visit of eighteen months. It was
at Cardiff that they made something of a break with the
chapels and began a method of procedure which led up to
the Salvation Army. Although chapels were open to them
here and there, the principal chapels were now as firmly
closed against them as the Roman and Anglican Churches.
Therefore the Booths decided to make use of secular build-
ings, and the most successful of their meetings at Cardiff
were held in a circus.

Some of William Booth's pecuniary anxieties were light-
ened at this period in his life by a rich coal merchant,
John Cory, who, with his brother Richard, came under his
influence and gave him generous and unflinching support.
Here, too, the Booths made the acquaintance of Mr. and
Mrs*. Billups, also generous people, who showed the greatest
sympathy in their work and became, like the Corys, their
life-long friends.

In spite of this support, the Booths were faced, wherever
they turned, by the boycott of the religious authorities.
They went here and there, preaching where they could and
hoping everywhere for an opening to reach the people, but
encountering everywhere the opposition of officialdom. At
Walsall, meetings were held in the open air and a real revival
was established, both William and Catherine Booth drawing
large crowds to hear them. And here they stayed for
some time, their children with them, hoping to have found
a resting-place for at least a few months.

At a children's meeting held in this town by Mrs. Booth,
their eldest child, William Bramwell Booth, a gave himself
to Christ." The incident is related by Mrs. Booth in a
letter which is very characteristic and enlightening:

For some little time I had been anxious on his behalf. He
had appeared deeply convicted during the Cardiff services, and
one night at the circus I had urged him very earnestly to de-